ANOTHER GREAT YEAR FOR THE WORKING GROUP ON BEAUTIFICATION -  Sep to June 2010
First ever Shoreline clean up of Riverain Park

We made BIG noise to keep Crime Prevention Ottawa

3rd annual spring clean up a huge success

Adopt a Garbage Bin locations-


Cenotaph, Marier Ave

Park St, near Ehtel


Ethel St


Marier near Genest

Laval & St Charles


Ethel near Baribeau
Lavergne St



Longpre St



Lafontaine & Blake

Adopt a Flower Bin locations-




L’Allemand – 3 boxes

Deschamps & Marier

Olmstead St


Dagmar St – 2 boxes

St Charles & Landry

Marier Park


Richelieu Park @ the bench
Community Police Center Mc Arthur Ave


Montfort at Ste Anne

St Denis at Granville

Alfred near Montreal Rd

Across from Francophone Center
Jeanne Mance & Blake – 5 boxes
Graffiti is very hard to find in our community.  

If you see any please report it to vanierbeautification@hotmail.com 

3 people had adopted a grey mailbox.  They have the graffiti removal wipes and take away the graffiti as soon as it appears.
Jardin Vanier Garden is up & running.  Hats off to Marguerite and her team
Recognition came from United Way Community Builder Award – Turning Lives Around

I sent thank you notes to Michel Gervais, CSCV, Georges Bedard and Nancy Wolsford for donating tickets for some of our members to attend the gala.

Elaine was recognized by the QV BIA for her Community Leadership. 3 Cheers!
We got business cards.

We started a newsletter 
Meetings are always well attended

Newsletter will continue during the summer to let you know what’s happening and when volunteer opportunities arise such as:


Movies in the Park


QV Market (maybe).  I’ve sent an email to Suzanne offering our services


Jardin Vanier Garden


Adopt a Garbage Bin 
- at your bus stop






-near your home

Eyes on Vanier – participation is fading.  Walks are on Wednesday at 6:30 pm and Sundays at 1 pm.  How can we get more participation?  Any ideas?  Great ideas came from everyone at the meeting.  Stay tuned for a new & improved EYES on Vanier Walkabout
Norma has been working on guided walks of Vanier.  John, Norma & I are doing a trial run on Friday of 2 walks. This is a long term project but I would like to see Eyes on Vanier as a testing ground for these walks.

Something every member can do over the summer:
1.
Report to 311@ottawa.ca or call 311 to report long grass that needs to be cut, weeds that are out of control & garbage that stays in front or on the side of properties.  This goes for residential, commercial or public properties. Also report any pot holes.  Always identify yourself as a member of Together for Vanier Working Group on Beautification
If you’re in doubt about whether you should report an address or location please contact me at vanierbeautification@hotmail.com 

2.
Problem addresses are ugly!  We should start to compile a list of problem addresses and what makes them a problem.  Problems addresses usually are unkept, have suspicious activities and constant comings & goings.   Please send all information concerning what you think is a problem address to vanierbeautification@hotmail.com . This info will be given to the proper authorities.  We should  try and get a new Problem Property Task Force.  This task force involves the Police, Fire Dept, By Law, Health Dept and our Councillor’s Office all working together to shut down some of the worst properties especially flop & crack houses.  First step is the get the ammo (addresses & goings on) to push for it.

3.
Sidewalks.  We should compile a list of sidewalks needing to be redone and/or repaired.  Take a look around your area and see if there are any that are badly cracked or crumbling. Report this to vanierbeautification@hotmail.com .  Once the info is compiled it could be presented to our Councillor and to the City so our sidewalks can get proper attention.
Up and Coming Stuff

I will send a thank you note to Suzanne & the BiA for allowing us to use their office for our meetings.

2nd Annual Kingsview Park Shoreline Clean up in September. 
Work on our website 

Elections in October.  Lucie & I are stepping down as Chair & Vice Chair.  It’s time for new people to take the helm.  We are still members of Beautification and will remain happy workers!  

There is no job description for these positions.  Every Chair & Vice Chair makes it their own. There could even be 2 Vice Chairs.  The main task is to organise & chair the monthly meetings.

As you know this Working Group is fun so being Chair or Vice Chair is a pleasure.  

Lucy and I will be more than happy to help & support in every way possible the new Chair & Vice Chair.

It really has been a blast!
Have a great summer &

VANIER ROCKS
